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For a third time in 12
years, Todd Rogers has

been se-
lected as
mayor, with
Jeff Wood
named as
vice mayor.

The two
were se-
lected at a
City Coun-

cil meeting Tuesday, when
the council gave thanks and
appreciation to outgoing
Mayor Steve Croft.

Rogers, who previously
served as mayor in 2004-
2005 and 2009-2010, said
he was excited to serve as
mayor again.

“I take the trust that
you’ve placed in me very se-
riously,” he said at Tues-
day’s meeting. “Steve did a
fantastic job as mayor this
past year. He was a solid
leader for us on the council
… 

“I want to do everything I
can to continue that legacy.
We have a wonderful com-
munity here in Lakewood
that’s worth fighting for
and worth working hard
for.”

Rogers is also a candi-
date for the Los Angeles
County sheriff.

Wood was first elected to
council in 2011 and served
as a member of Lakewood
Recreation and Communi-
ty Services Commission
from 1999 to 2011.

Lakewood’s new
mayor familiar face

Todd Rogers
named to post
a third time.

BY BRITTANY WOOLSEY
STAFF WRITER
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Rogers

A Cypress anesthesiolo-
gist has lost his medical li-
cense after he was convict-
ed last year of sexually as-
saulting three female pa-
tients while they were
unconscious, the California
Medical Board said March
20.

Yashwant Balgiri Giri
was sentenced to six
months in jail for fondling

and touching three pa-
tients from 2009 to 2011
while working at Placentia-
Linda Hospital. He also
must register as a sex of-
fender for life.

His victims included a
16-year-old girl who was
unconscious from medi-
cine. A nurse witnessed the
assault and reported it.

To view a doctor’s disci-
plinary record, go to
mbc.ca.gov.

Convicted Cypress doctor
loses his medical license
BY COURTNEY PERKES 
STAFF WRITER

Cypress residents could
start to see more artificial
turf around town starting
in May.

The City Council voted
unanimously Monday to
introduce a zoning ordi-
nance amendment that
would allow residents to
install synthetic grass in
their front yards. 

Under current legisla-
tion, 50 percent of the
front yard area must be
covered by living plant
material, which makes it
impossible for a home-
owner to use synthetic
grass as a primary materi-
al for landscaping.

The amendment was in-
troduced in response to lo-
cal drought conditions
and resident requests. If it
is adopted by the council
at the April 14 meeting,
the amendment will go in-
to effect May 14.

Residents will be re-
quired to apply for a per-
mit from the Community
Development Department
before installation, howev-
er. 

Planning Manager
Doug Hawkins said a
handful of Cypress resi-
dents already have in-

stalled synthetic grass
without the city’s approv-
al. The permit process will
allow the city to regulate
turf aesthetics and quality.

For Jennifer Hetrick,
29, of Cypress, the amend-
ment would allow her to
conserve water and save
money.

Her 1,600-square-foot
front lawn doesn’t have a
built-in sprinkler system
and can be difficult to keep
green. Hetrick and her
husband have jerry-
rigged hoses and sprin-
kles to hit all of the hard-
to-reach spots. But water
collects on the Hetricks’
sidewalk, driveway and
monthly bill.

After Hetrick and her
husband mapped out the

cost of installation and wa-
ter bills over 10 years, they
found they could save a
decent chunk of cash.

“Over a 10-year period,
we were going to save
$3,000 or $4,000 after
taking out the cost of put-
ting it in,” Hetrick said.
“It’s not a lot, but it’s a lot
of water that we are sav-
ing.”

For Cypress resident
Rick Cagey, 57, the main
concern is the drought.

“I have a grass yard,
and I am tired of keeping it
green,” Cagey said. “It is
costing a fortune.”

Cagey is also hoping to
install the material on the
city-owned grass ease-
ment in front of his house,
which he also maintains.

“I live right across from
Cypress High School,” Ca-
gey said. “Those kids use
it as a loading and unload-
ing zone, so I’ve never
been able to keep anything
green.”

Although the amend-
ment does not include a
mention of public ease-
ments in front of resi-
dents’ homes, the Public
Works Department is cur-
rently discussing permits
for synthetic grass in the
public right of way. 

No residents spoke
against the amendment at
the meeting.

CYPRESS APPROVES
SYNTHETIC GRASS USE

City Council
introduces a

change to allow
residents

to install turf.

BY ANDERS HOWMANN
STAFF WRITER
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ERIC CARPENTER, STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

The Cypress City Council introduced an ordinance that will allow residents to install
artificial grass on their front lawns to save water and money. 

Food Finders celebrat-
ed its 25th anniver-
sary with an art gal-

lery viewing and informal
dinner party at the Cultural
Alliance of Long Beach on
Saturday.

The event featured pho-
tos of the organization
spanning a quarter century,
with donors, volunteers
and agencies telling the sto-
ry of Food Finders.

Chef Rahm Fama, host of
Food Network’s “Meat &
Potatoes,” prepared an ar-
ray of signature appetizers,
with all ingredients donat-
ed by US Foods. 

His small plates were
paired with wines poured
by Mark Dunton, owner of
the downtown Long Beach

wine bar District Wine. 
Arlene Mercer founded

Food Finders in 1989 be-
cause of her concern about
the amount of food being
tossed out rather than do-
nated by local food mer-
chants and grocers.

She was inspired to end
the waste by forming liais-
ons with local food vendors
and seeking shelters that
could feed impoverished
families, children and elder-
ly with good, wholesome
and usable food.

Today, there are seven
employees and some 300
volunteers who have helped
rescue more than 107 mil-
lion pounds of food, with
more than 210 agencies re-
ceiving the food.

A FETE FOR FOOD FINDERS
STAFF REPORT

PHOTOS: JOSH MORGAN, STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Gary Burkand pays for admission to the Food Finders’ 25th 
anniversary celebration.

Rahm Fama of Food Network’s “Meat & Potatoes” 
prepares small salad cups for attendees.

Lisa Hoffmaster ties balloons together
before the start of the celebration.

Chris Hall, left, and Jenny Arias of Oak Street Blues perform at the Cultural Alliance of Long Beach on Saturday. Diana Lara, vice president of operations of Food Finders,
looks at artwork.
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