
http://www.presstelegram.com/social-affairs/20140428/program-aims-to-feed-needy-kids-over-summer

Page 1 of 1 Apr 29, 2014 05:07:24PM MDT

Program aims to feed needy kids over summer
Monday, April 28, 2014 PressTelegram.com

Long Beach Press Telegram ( )http://www.presstelegram.com

Program aims to feed needy kids over summer

Signal Hill >> Local nonprofit food rescue organization Food Finders will launch its annual Summer to End
Hunger summer food drive on Thursday, collecting food for families with children who miss out on school
meal programs during the summer.

“Summer is a rough time for many of the families with children who receive free and reduced-price
breakfasts and lunches through the national school meal programs,” Patti Larson, executive director of
Food Finders, said in a statement. “When school gets out, these children are at a higher risk for hunger.
The more participation community-wide, the more successful the Summer Food Drive will be for those
agencies that rely on the community’s generosity.”

Businesses, clubs, communities — anyone who wants to help —can participate. Food Finders is dropping
off collection bins at sites and also accepting food at its office/warehouse location in Signal Hill. The food
will be sorted and boxed and delivered to local pantries, Boys and Girls Clubs, youth centers and shelters
that serve primarily families with children.

The organization has a list of specific items that it is collecting available on its website, or organizers can
email or fax it to anyone who requests it.

Anyone interested in donating, whether through a local collection site or directly, should contact Diana
Lara at 562-283-1400 Ext. 101 or dlara@foodfinders.org for more information. A complete list of needed
items can be found at www.food finders.org on the homepage under Summer to End Hunger food drive.

The Summer to End Hunger food drive will run through Aug. 31, concluding with a Canstruction® canned
food structure building competition on Aug. 21 sponsored by the Long Beach Convention & Visitors
Bureau and hosted at the Mercedes of Long Beach dealership. For more information or how a local
architecture, engineering, contractor or design firm can enter, visit www.longbeach.canstruc tion.org.

— Staff report
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