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It’s 7 O’Clock on a Friday morning and Curtis Brundage is waiting outside Krispy Kreme for his usual donuts.

An employee greets him and helps him lift several dozen day-old donuts into the back of his refrigerated
van, which he’ll use to drive over to the VA Medical Center in Long Beach, California, where many veterans
are undergoing surgery or treatment for other serious complications. Something as simple as donuts, says
Brundage, helps brighten their day.

“I’ve been very lucky in life and have had all of my basic needs met, and I have the time to help someone
else,” said Brundage, who splits the rest of his days between his family, the golf course and the gym.

Since he retired from UPS four years ago, Brundage has been volunteering for Food Finders, a nonprofit
organization that takes food from local restaurants and grocery stores and redistributes it to pantries,
shelters, and other organizations. Their mission may not sound new and innovative, but Food Finders was
among the first to start this organized practice, and they’re now celebrating 25 years of service.

Brundage’s next stop after the VA Medical Center is Whole Foods, where he picks up all of the bakery items
that were not sold the previous day and drops them off at the Salvation Army. He then heads to a food
bank run by a local church in North Long Beach, where several dozen people are eagerly waiting for him–
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they rely on the Food Finders service to eat every day. He and his partner are always greated with a big
bear hug by the minister and his brother, who sing their praises.

“A few months ago, they gave us each a thank you card with everyone’s signature that works there on it
and two $20.00 bills in them. I was never so touched,” Brundage said. “These people live and work by other
people’s donations. Them wanting to share that was over the top. I cried and we both insisted they take the
money back.”

Brundage watched a personal friend lose his job and become homeless, and found help at the Villages at
Cabrillo and recover at the VA hospital. Now, thanks to Villages, he has a job again.

“Food Finders supports the Villages at Cabrillo and helping people that really need it,” he said. “But in the
long run, I feel that I’m the one that benefits most from this organization.”

In 2010, 31 percent of the American food supply went uneaten, according to the United States Department
of Agriculture. Fortunately, Food Finders works with a whopping 350 food vendors, including restaurants,
grocery stores, and individuals, to help redistribute food that would otherwise end up in a landfill to more
than 200 agencies, including pantries, churches, homeless shelters, and rehabilitation clinics. More than
300 volunteers, like Brundage, help to pick up and deliver food to provide 39,000 meals each day in the
Orange County area.

Shockingly, it’s not as simple as picking up the food and bringing it to those in need—there are obstacles.

“Several restaurants and grocery stores are afraid to give their spare goods to Food Finders because of
liability,” said Executive Director Patti Larson. “If food is contaminated, a person may try to bring a lawsuit
against the vendor who donated the food,” she says.

In its 25 years of operation, Food Finders has never had a case of contamination, as the organization goes
to great lengths to protect the food it delivers, including refrigerated vans and short delivery routes–food
gets picked up and delivered with no stops in-between or storage warehouses.

Plus, they’re backed up by the federal Good Samaritan Food Donation Act, which came into effect in 1996 to
protect those who donate food to nonprofit organizations. As long as a donation is made in good
conscience, a vendor is free from any liability.
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At a time where more attention is being paid to bringing healthy, nutritious food to lower income families,
the trend is not lost on Food Finders either, says Larson. While many food pantries can provide only boxed
and canned goods, Food Finders helps to supplement that with fresh fruits, vegetables, and other
perishable items donated by major grocery store chains such as Trader Joe’s, Ralphs, and Vons. The
organization also picks up leftover produce from farmers.

Over the years, Food Finders has worked to coordinate their routes so that food remains as local as
possible. Food that is picked up in one neighborhood typically stays in that same neighborhood, and by
decreasing the distance items have to travel, the organization works to not only reduce the food waste in
landfills, they also eliminate their carbon footprint.

Christian Outreach in Action, which Brundage delivers to, benefits from Food Finders. In 2009, the
organization provided meals to 98,000 people, many of whom are homeless or struggling to make ends
meet. They rely on Christian Outreach in Action for their daily meal, and Christian Outreach relies on Food
Finders for daily deliveries of food.

Dixie Dohrmann executive director of Christian Outreach in Action, says that food rescue organizations like
Food Finders have had a much farther reach than just filling bellies—they’ve helped keep people off of the
streets, reduced crime, and given people a better chance at life.

“It boggles my mind that we rescue 7 million pounds of food on average every year that helps so many
people,” says Larson. “I often hear from our volunteers their rewarding stories and the feeling of
appreciation they receive. I was especially moved by the 9-year-old girl who called us and asked could we
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help her find food for her family. It hit so close to home since my son was the same age, and I couldn’t
imagine him being in the position to have to make that call. We were able to refer her, and her mom, to
some local agencies who could help.”

Larson says the organization plans to keep helping more families, but admits she’ll be excited for the day
when Food Finders no longer exists.

“If we eliminate hunger eventually, that would be great,” she says. “We want to put ourselves out of
business.”

Additional reporting by Elizabeth Witbeck
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