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ORANGE COUNTY

ANAHEIM ● ● Food that used
to be discarded at restau-
rants in Downtown Disney
and at the Honda Center

has been
making its
way to
homeless
shelters and
other sup-
port pro-
grams to
feed people
in need
thanks to a

new partnership with a
food rescue organization. 

Since July, food that was
left over from games, con-
certs and other events at
the Honda Center began
making its way to Casa Te-
resa, a homeless shelter for
pregnant women 18 or older.

Prepared food that ends
up unsold – such as salads,
fruit cups, meatballs, chick-
en tenders and pizza – is do-
nated through the collabo-
ration of Waste Not OC
Coalition and Food Finders,
a 25-year-old organization
based in Signal Hill that col-
lects unused food and deliv-
ers it to people in need. 

“There’s always people in
need, and there’s always op-
portunities for us to come in
and fulfill that,” said Julie
Margolin, director of food
and beverage service at
Honda Center, which hosts
about 150 to 170 events per
year. 

About 400,000 in
Orange County are at risk
of going hungry regularly,
while about 330,000 tons of
food are disposed of by res-
taurants and grocery
stores every year, accord-
ing to Waste Not OC, a coa-
lition dedicated to getting
perishable food donated. 

“We are throwing away
good, wholesome food that
is filling up landfills while
people are going hungry,”
Diana Lara, vice president
of operations for Food Fin-
ders, said. “That makes no
sense.”

Since the partnership be-
gan, Honda Center has do-
nated nearly 19,000 pounds
of food.

On a recent Monday, resi-
dents at Casa Teresa re-

ceived food prepared for a
Ducks game. Residents
said they were thankful for
the food donations, some of
which were more gourmet

than they usually eat.
The nonprofit shelter al-

so receives donations from
Downtown Disney’s Naples
Ristorante e Pizzeria and

Tortilla Jo’s. 
“We are proud to partner

with Waste Not OC and
Food Finders to ensure that
any wholesome, leftover

food gets quickly from our
restaurants to those in the
communities we serve, who
aren’t able to join us as
guests,” Scott Kleckner,

vice president of opera-
tions for Patina Restaurant
Group, said. 

Food pickup and distri-
bution takes place six days
a week in Downtown Dis-
ney and about twice a week
at the Honda Center, which
has resulted in about 1,100
meals being delivered
weekly to those who might
not know where their next
meal will come from. 

“This helps us because it
allows us to do something
special for the women with-
out spending money for it,”
said Stacey Proctor, execu-
tive director at Casa Tere-
sa. “It’s reassuring that
there are good people in the
world, because not all of
our residents had good peo-
ple in their lives.”

A SERVING OF SUPPORT
Leftover food
aids women in
need while also
reducing waste.
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Clients at Casa Teresa choose from a Food Finders delivery. The leftovers can be more gourmet than their usual fare.

Honda Center employees Albert Campos, Henry Garcia
and Dylan Branum bag food to be given to Food Finders. 

Julie Margolin, food and beverage service director at the
Honda Center, looks through food set for Food Finders.

FOOD DONATIONS
● Honda Center has donat-
ed nearly 19,000 pounds of
food.
● Naples Ristorante and
Tortilla Jo’s have donated
nearly 6,000 pounds of
food. 
● Casa Teresa has received
about 8,500 pounds of
food.
Source: Food Finders

ABOUT WASTE NOT
OC
Waste Not OC Coalition
members are food banks,
health care representa-
tives, restaurants, food
distribution programs and
community leaders. The
coalition was formed with
the goal of simultaneously
eliminating perishable food
waste and hunger in Orange
County. For more informa-
tion, visit: wastenotoc.org

ABOUT FOOD
FINDERS
Food Finders, founded in
1989, works with local food
vendors, grocery stores,
restaurants and caterers to
distribute donated food to
other nonprofit organ-
izations that feed impover-
ished families, children and
the elderly. Food Finders’
mission is to eliminate
hunger and food waste
while improving nutrition in
food-insecure communities.
For more information, call
562-283-1400 or visit
foodfinders.org. 

The Honda Center also packaged leftover fruit cups for
donation.

Casa Teresa employee Joe Corrado carries in bags of
donated food from the Honda Center.

Jazzmyn Stacy arrived at
the Irvine Spectrum Center
at 8 a.m. Saturday, but she
wasn’t trying to avoid the

influx of holi-
day shop-
pers expect-
ed on a typi-
cal Black
Friday week-
end. 

The 8-
year-old
from Norco
was in the

No. 1 spot of a long queue,
along with her dad’s girlf-
riend, for the first visit of
the Hello Kitty Cafe food
truck in Orange County. 

“I saw it on the news,”
said Stacy, who sported a
Hello Kitty shirt, socks and
backpack. “I wanted to get
here early so we could be
the first in line. 

“It’s so awesome.” 
More than 100 people

stood in line before the mo-
bile cafe opened at 10 a.m.

On the menu were
doughnuts, mini cakes, ma-
carons, hot chocolate – and
bow-shaped water bottles. 

The items are a hint at
what may be served when
Sanrio opens its first U.S.-
based Hello Kitty Cafe in
Orange County. The date
and location have not been
announced. 

Coated in pink and with
illustrations of desserts and
its namesake on either side,
the Hello Kitty Cafe food
truck was put together to
accommodate selfies, said
Urania Chien, managing
partner of the Hello Kitty
Cafe. 

Customers order food on
the passenger side of the
van, while the driver’s side
offers a colorful panel
where people can take pho-
tos. 

Stephanie Flora and
Christina Fichera, both 28
and San Juan Capistrano
residents, arrived at 8:30.
When they shared an apart-
ment years ago while at-
tending UC Santa Barbara,
they furnished it with “Hel-
lo Kitty and pink everywh-
ere,” Fichera said. 

A Hello Kitty-themed
waffle iron, automatic soap
dispenser, toaster, place
mats, oven mitt and and an
ice pack were but a few of
the items in their living
space, Flora said. 

The duo left the food
truck with two boxes of
doughnuts, each ring-
shaped item boasting Hello
Kitty’s signature red bow. 

IRVINE: HELLO,
HELLO KITTY 

Fans line up at the Irvine Spectrum
Center for a taste of the coming cafe. 
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Stacy Pae of Irvine, left, takes a selfie with her friend
June Richardson of Palm Springs behind the Hello Kitty
Cafe Truck at Irvine Spectrum Center on Saturday. 

Roberto Ampudia
of Dana Point jokes
with his daughter
Nadir, 5, as she
eats a Hello Kitty
doughnut. 
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Cousins
Gianna
Feldsien, 9,
of San Cle-
mente, left,
Marilee
Vartanian,
7, and Ja-
den Feld-
sien, 9, dig
into a Hello
Kitty three-
piece
doughnut
box from
the Hello
Kitty Cafe
Truck at
Irvine Spec-
trum Cen-
ter on Sa-
turday. 

Jennifer Tran, 21,
of Anaheim shows
off her Hello Kitty
five-piece macaron
box from the Hello
Kitty Cafe Truck at
Irvine Spectrum
Center on Satur-
day. 
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