
Oct. 1 to Dec. 31
Holiday Food Drive

Oct. 17
Food 4 Kids Fall Launch 

@Boys & Girls Club

Nov. 20/21
Thanksgiving Sort & Pack Event
@Good Shepherd Presbyterian

Jan. 9, 2016
The Gift, special holiday distribution

@New Generations event

SAVE THE DATE:
April 25, 2016

2nd Annual Fore!
Golf Tourney fundraiser

LETTER FROM CHRIS
Hello Everyone,

It has been a hectic and productive first year as the Food
Donor Coordinator (FDC), and I appreciate everyone’s kindness
and generosity in welcoming me to the Food Finders family.  

Our newest program, Food 4 Kids, has just kicked off a new
school year and we are well under way. This program has
grown tremendously over the past year. We began supporting
two schools in January 2015 and are now partnering with 12
Title One schools, delivering 20 totes of groceries to each on a
weekly basis. All of this would not have been possible without
the funding of Team100 of Long Beach. They are a group of
philanthropic men who want to ensure that children striving to
learn and become successful do not go without proper meals.
Each week we have a fantastic team of volunteers helping us
pack and deliver food, but we can always use more help. If you
are interested and have the time, let us know. 

In addition to Food 4 Kids, I oversee finding new food donors
to partner with Food Finders. This year we have also seen
tremendous growth in our Food Rescue program,
with many new businesses reaching out to us,
wanting to donate. Partnering with new food
donors allows us to recover more food and feed
even more people. If you hear of restaurants,
hotels, eateries, or businesses that have surplus
food and would like to donate—please send
them our way!

I look forward to meeting more of you at our
Thanksgiving Sort & Pack—hope you can join us!

Have a fantastic and safe holiday season.

– Chris Wong, FDC
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Chris Wong and longtime 
volunteer Willie Johnson 

 



DONORS DOING GOOD
old Star Foods is a distributor, headquartered in Ontario, Calif., dedicated to serving schools by
delivering nutritious meals. We see the difference on a daily basis that having wholesome foods
can make in children’s lives. As is the case with many large food companies though, we often
have excess food—sometimes we purchase too much and sometimes our customers just change
their mind on what they order.

We also recognize that hunger is pervasive in our society and wanted to find a way for our excess to benefit
those in need. Since Food Finders links donors with recipient agencies that assist underserved people, including
families and children, it made sense to partner with them. Connecting our business with pantries or agencies
that can use our food right away (particularly perishable items like fruits and vegetables) was a priority for 
efficient execution. 

We’ve now been working with Food Finders for more than two years and have donated more than 333,000
pounds of surplus food. And, we look forward to the evolution of this food recovery process. Beyond the surplus
of items we donate from our warehouses, we hope to encourage food donations 
from our customers’ kitchens, making an even greater impact on the communities
surrounding the schools we serve.  

Food Finders helps us complete
the circle of food supply and
achieve our goal of benefitting
others. If we can ensure we 
eliminate food waste as well as 
reduce hunger, everyone wins!

Sean C. Leer, President
Gold Star Foods Inc.

Behind
the Scenes
as a
Food
Finders
Volunteer
By Diana Paull 

Have you ever been in a meat freezer at the market? I deliver to a
local Ralph’s store for Food Finders, and while the “service” aspect
is foremost, it’s also very fun. It has allowed me to visit the meat freezer, the
dairy freezer and ice box, and well as the fruit locker. I love being behind the
scenes and learning how the grocery world really works. I’ve also learned how each
holiday affects the bread department more than any other part of the market. And
since I’m always at the receiving area for pick up, I have new appreciation for the
drivers of the 18 wheelers. They have to back their trucks into a very narrow space,
and they do it with amazing skill! 

The welcome I get when I roll into the Lakewood Senior Center  where I deliver the
Ralph’s donations far surpasses any other welcome I have experienced. Volunteers
come out to the car and help me get the food onto carts and into the kitchen.
There is even a personal connection with this team—the woman in charge has
offered me a place to stay if I ever go to Baja, Mexico! Some of the volunteers that
help me don’t speak English, but they are always there with the cart and a smile. 

As with most volunteer work, you get a lot more out of it than what you put in.
Since I always wear my Food Finders T-shirt when I am volunteering, I encounter
strangers who are shopping that thank me for my service—some of them have vol-
unteered in the past and they love sharing their stories. The store employees who
take their time to put out food for us to pick up also thank me for my help. It’s all
these individual efforts that make my food route something I truly look forward to
each week, and I recommend getting involved to anyone who has a free hour or
two to give.
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Holiday Food Drive
Whether it means skipping one or two meals a day or making
due with food that’s filling but not healthy, hunger’s impact can
be devastating. The holidays are especially sensitive times for
those who go without food.

If you can help by getting involved—host a food drive, help out 
at our Sort & Pack event, or donate directly or online, we greatly
appreciate it. On behalf of those we serve, thank you in advance!

Here are some items we’re collecting for holidays:

Canned Cranberry Sauce/Yams
Gravy/Broth
Pasta/Pasta Sauce
Canned Vegetables/Fruit
Beans/Rice
Pie Filling/Cake Mix
Cereal Crackers
Canned Meats/Chili/Stew
Juice/Milk/Coffee
Flour/Sugar/Cooking Oil
Hygiene Items/Soap/Shampoo

Many Thanks
to Our

Recent Funders
Ahmanson Foundation

Freeman Fairfield Foundation

Doheny Foundation

Crail-Johnson Foundation

Marisla Foundation

Beach Cities Financial

The Gentner Family

Good Shepherd Presbyterian

Fluor Foundation

CANstruction Outcome
e had five amazing structures featured in the competition this year, our 2nd Annual Long

Beach CANstruction event, held in September. The participating firms included SCS
Engineers, Moffat and Nichol Engineers, P2S Engineering, MHP Structural Engineers, C/A

Architects, Environ Architecture, and California Resources Corp. A couple of the structures are
featured here, but they were all creative works of food art. 

Thanks to everyone who donated food, all who participated and volunteered, and to the voters who came to
vote with canned food. Also,a huge thanks to Landmark Square Building for hosting the event. We are happy to
report a whopping 12,000 pounds were collected as a result!
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C-A Architects designed
“Breakfast of CAN-Pions”
for theme

SCS Engineers work on their
“Cold Pizza” structure
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SAVE THE DATE!
Our next Golf Tourney fundraiser

is already in the works,
so save the date!

Monday, April 25, 2016
Tee time to be announced. 

Big Recreation Park,
Long Beach

Newsletter printing sponsored by:
Avanti Printing, Inc.

Newsletter design sponsored by:
Grapevine Communications • www.GrapevineCom.com




