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August 18
Team 25 Reception

Through August 31
Summer to End Hunger Drive

September 15
3rd Annual CANstruction Event

October 18
Chefs To the Rescue Fundraiser

November 18/19
Thanksgiving Sort & Pack Event

GREETINGS!
Hello Friends,

Hard to believe 5 years have passed since I took the helm at
Food Finders, but here we are, 10 staff and growing, and one
year of being in Lakewood. Business has been on fast forward
with all the new and exciting opportunities coming our way,
and we’re on a steady course for 8.5 million pounds of food 
rescued by end of year.

Even more encouraging is that I’ve heard from people from
around the country and also the world, wanting to know how
they can play a part in feeding people via food recovery. From
Texas to Indiana, Slovenia to India, people are wanting to
share ideas, learn more and do something to reduce food
waste. Imagine if it were a part of regular practice for all 
businesses to donate their food overages, what an impact
that would have on hunger.

Locally, we are working with organizations like Don’t Waste
Long Beach and Building Healthy Communities Long Beach 
to ensure that we stay aligned with health and environmental
initiatives and efforts collaboratively. By the time you are 
reading this we will have planned a second Food Bank Think Tank
with our partner agencies to leverage and share resources.

We are also about to launch a training webinar to help educate
local businesses about AB 1826, a California mandate that
insists on 75% reduction in organic waste, and to lay a course
for others to partner in food recovery and food rescue. 

The shared passion of reducing hunger and food waste makes
us all hopeful. It’s an effort that is positively impacting our
communities in so many ways, and we will keep sharing stories
of people YOU are helping by supporting Food Finders. 

Thank you!
- Patti Larson, Executive Director
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Bequests 
Leaving A Meaningful
Impact on Many

hile many of us include family and children
in our financial plans for long after we’re

gone, it’s an option to set up a bequest for a
charity or nonprofit to benefit as well. Food
Finders has been a choice of several of our 
supporters, whether it’s through an insurance 
policy, estate residual or specific monetary amount. 

One of the many benefits that Food Finders offers
to its supporters is that we serve such a widespread
area of our communities—our reach includes two
counties and more than 250 partner nonprofits. You
can be specific about your impact; for example, you
may want to support something meaningful to you,
like Long Beach
communities,
Children, or
Seniors. We
know that many
of our food
recipients are
experiencing a
job loss or a
physical or financial hardship that’s temporary. The
extended impact of our services means that there 
is less burden on society to bridge the gap in tax
costs, medical fees, and by eliminating food waste,
reduced environmental impact.

We hope you’ll consider a bequest as part of your
future financial plans and include Food Finders as a
way to leave a lasting influence by helping meet a
basic need in the way of food.

Food4Kids
ur first full school year is behind us operating
Food4Kids, and we ended with a total of 9200

bags distributed to 12 schools over 9 months.
On average, each bag
of groceries that was
donated to school
kids helped feed 4-6
additional family
members over the
weekends. We feel
very fortunate to 
be partners with
Team100 of Long
Beach, the funders
behind the program.
We are also fortunate
to have Command
Packaging donating
the grocery bags and
for the many vendors
that donated the
food included in each
bag. Food Finders
has received positive
feedback from school administrators who have shared
that there’s a noticeable improvement in the focus and
productivity of the students. Each recipient family is
so grateful to have Food4Kids as a resource to help
them make ends meet, and most importantly to
ensure that their children are ready for school come
Monday and all week through. Thank you LBUSD
Superintendent Chris Steinhauser and to everyone
who supports this critical program, along with the
many volunteers assembling and delivering the food
each week. We couldn’t continue without you!

Summer to End Hunger
Our 6th Annual Summer to End Hunger food drive is going
on now! If you have any food you’d like to donate, or if you want
to hold a drive at your business, club or neighborhood, please let 
us know. A list of items to donate is available via mail, fax, or it’s on
our website under Calendar of Events/Summer to End Hunger. Last
year we collected more than 18,000 pounds by end of August, so this
year we hope to reach at least 20,000! All donations benefit our
agencies that supply food to families with children, most of whom
have a limited budget during summer when federally funded school
meals are not accessible. We also need volunteers to come to our
warehouse and help sort and pack as food gets collected, so please 
contact Diana Lara if interested, 562-283-2400, x101.
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Golf Tourney Recap
ur 2nd Annual Golf Tourney Fore! Food Rescue has
gone down in Food Finders history…as one of the

windiest days in Long Beach! Our golfers were a hardy
group and kept in good spirits the
whole 18 holes through, enjoying a
barbecue dinner at the end, with
some lucky prize winners taking
home trips, fine dining experiences
and golfing goods. Thanks to all who
came and spent the day with us at
Big Rec! Your charitable spirit and
participation helps feed many hungry
mouths. In addition, we are thankful
to Mercedes Benz LB and Team100
for being key sponsors, along with
many others who donated and 
sponsored, including our caterer, NY
Food Co., and beer
donors Latitude 33
and Ballast Point. We
are already starting to
pencil in next year’s
3rd Annual date which
should be April 24th.
Mark your calendars
now, and keep an 
eye out for updates.

Many Thanks to
Our Recent Funders

Valleycrest Productions

Ralph’s Community Giving

Pacific Life Foundation

DineLBC

Bay Shore Church

SCAN Community Giving

Heffernan Foundation

The Charitable Foundation

Lite Up the Night Race

Artesia/Cerritos
Methodist Church

Combined Federal Campaign

First Choice Bank

Unitarian Universalist
Church

Tesoro Foundation

Good Shepherd Presbyterian

SAVE THE DATE:

Chef’s To
the Rescue

Join us for a
Root-to-Stem Experience!

A small plate event where
all dishes are deliciously
created from rescued or

recovered food, including
farm-to-glass cocktails!

Tuesday,
October 18, 2016
6:00PM – 9:00PM
Packard Building

205 E. Anaheim St.
Long Beach

Tickets will go on sale in August. 

O
Randy Zarn 
teeing off

Team100 members,
Garrett Brief and 
Eric Berg, roll out

to the course

Rick Lara with friends Jaime Sifuentes,
Jorge Sifuentes and Uli Toomalatai
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Joining a team can be a great way to reach a
group goal, and if you’ve ever played sports,
that usually means winning! At Food Finders,
our Team 25 members have a group goal 
of keeping our program running.
Sustainability…that’s a nice buzzword that means
continuing indefinitely or for the long term, which
is what your Team25 membership helps Food
Finders do. Your monthly donation of $25 or 
more continues throughout the year or longer to
sustain our program to help feed those who are
disadvantaged. It also takes the burden off you to
decide which month or how often to give. It’s 
automatic, and it can be incremental as your 
pocketbook allows. Our goal is to have pledged
income throughout each month, support that we
depend on so that when grant funding takes a dip,
we know we can still keep our doors open and our
trucks on the road. Consider joining if you haven’t
already! You can go online to FoodFinders.org or
call us at 562-283-1400, x103.




