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Fresh News on Food Rescue And Hunger Relief
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Happy New Year, Friends and Family!
any of us set resolutions recently,
but often achieving a goal is easier
when you are part of a TEAM.
Team Spirit is the willingness of
members to work together with loyalty and
enthusiasm, and I cannot think of a better way to
describe all of the people that make Food Finders’
Food Rescue Program possible. For 28 years, we
have been working with a dedicated team of
volunteers and generous donors to rescue millions
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more sustainable, we started a campaign called
Team 25, a monthly donor program. My own
mom, Charlotte, joined Team 25 when we launched this campaign in
2014, our 25th Anniversary. She gladly shared why she joined. “With
the situation our country is in with so many people who are hungry
March 10
and not able to buy food for their families, anything that we can do to
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have food available for them is wonderful. I’m proud to be a part of
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something that does so much good in the world.”

UPCOMING
EVENTS

For a minimum commitment of $25 each month, you could join Team
25 and help feed thousands of people in your own community. Some
of our members give more than $25 a month or donate the yearly
amount all at once. Whatever level you feel comfortable giving will go
a long way to help reduce hunger—every $1 donated helps us provide
13 meals.
Some of you have already joined—thank you—it further inspires me to
share about Food Finders with new people every day. Nobody should
ever go hungry, and with Team 25 on our side, we can continue our
great work another 28 years and beyond! Join our TEAM today by
calling 562-283-1400 x103 or go online, www.foodfinders.org/
join-team-25, where you’ll also see our Team 25 Wall of Fame—
I’d love to see your name listed there.
With Much Appreciation,
Lisa Hoffmaster
Fund Development Director

April 30
4th Annual Golf Tourney
Fundraiser at
Navy Golf Course
May 12
Stamp Out Hunger
Postal Food Drive

3744 N. Industry Ave. #401,
Lakewood, CA 90712
(562) 283-1400
www.FoodFinders.org

Meet Our New
Volunteer Coordinator
Introducing Sokha Ny,
the newest member of
the Food Finders staff.

Sokha was already a part of
the nonprofit scene, having
co-founded Long Beach
Environmental Alliance, and
also from working for Surfrider
Foundation. Her passion for
improving the environment and for community
organizing is what led her to us after a lengthy search.
As our Volunteer Coordinator, Sokha will split her
time between managing the Food4Kids volunteers
and recruiting and orienting new Food Finders
volunteers, along with maintaining ongoing liaisons
with our existing volunteers. We hope you’ll stop in
and introduce yourself to her next time you’re by!

Thanks To Our Recent Donors
The Rose Hills Foundation
Josephine S. Gumbiner Foundation
Hearst Foundation
Cyber Coders, Inc.
Porter Trust
Western Digital Foundation
Much is Given Foundation
Clif Bar Family Foundation
Commercial Bank of California
First Choice Bank
Stater Bros. Charities
Northrup-Grumman
Schmitz Family
Shiels Family
Neal Family
Farrell Family
Simpkins Family
Matern Law/Satyagraha Fdn.
Cromwell Family,
Kahn Family
Whole Foods
St Margaret Mary Catholic Church
Sunwest Bank Fdn.
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Being a PAL is Important

unger still impacts 1 in 4 children
throughout our communities, yet
programs such as the one at the
Santa Monica Police Activities
League (PAL) are helping make that statistic
less staggering. PALs operate in many cities
across California as nonprofit after school
programs. Santa Monica’s PAL offers homework
assistance, computers, reading, college prep,
biking, culinary arts, creative dramatics, arts &
crafts, dance, basketball—and Eat Club—for
youth ages 6-17 years.

They shared, “Not only do the PAL youth get
to eat, but the families as well, and they are so
grateful for the food. We have one family of 5 that
we assist where the mom comes in and picks out
as much food as she wants. Currently the family is
on the verge of becoming homeless with no food
in the house. They are behind on rent and the
father, who was the only employed family member,
is facing jail time. With the donations that we
receive from Food Finders, we can ensure the
whole family will have dinner, and know where
their next meal is coming from. We are able to
share with families who are experiencing difficult
circumstances and feed all the kids in the program
because of this great, abundant donation.”
Food Finders is happy to provide food to PAL and
hundreds of other programs that help feed our
children in need. Thank you, PAL, for all you do!

Introducing
‘Healthy Choices Ahead’
Food Finders has long been
a resource for donated
food, linking it to those in
need, but our mission to
improve nutrition in food
insecure communities has
never been more in focus
with the launch of our
newest effort, Healthy
Choices Ahead.
While much of the food we rescue is fresh produce, we recently
partnered with some local entities to ensure produce and education
are provided as a package deal. Healthy Choices Ahead grew out
of an effort by Project Access, a current agency partner, to not only
reduce hunger among the people they serve, but to provide tools to
developing a healthier lifestyle, familiarizing them with food they
don’t commonly buy and helping them master new cooking skills.
Each week of the 8-week program, a professional nutritionist will
guide participants through a one hour class that focuses on nutrition
education and also cooking demos, with recipes provided along with a
box of fresh fruits and vegetables. Grub Market, a farm-to-table food
delivery service, provides the produce via Food Finders, supplemental
to what food might already be donated to the agency. Long Beach
Department of Health will help incorporate the USDA Eat Smart Live
Strong guidelines for older adults, since part of the program will focus
on seniors.

GOLF
SAVE THE DATE
4th Annual
Fore!
Food Rescue
Golf Tourney
Bring your friends and
form a two-some or
foursome to tee off on
Monday, April 30th
Navy Golf Course,
Seal Beach/Cypress
Sign up today at
foodfinders.org
or request a
registration form
562-283-1400, x103.
Event sponsors encouraged.
Ask for more details.

Already the feedback from the pilot launch is that participants are
eating more vegetables, and that by trying the food from the demos,
they are more comfortable preparing it themselves, adapting recipes
to their personal taste preferences. It’s a wonderful collaboration,
and we look forward to sharing even more positive feedback as the
program grows.

DID YOU KNOW...

In 2017, our Food4Kids program provided more
than 18,000 bags of groceries to 15 local Long Beach
schools so disadvantaged families could have meals
over the weekend.

3744 N. Industry Ave. #401
Lakewood, CA 90712

NONPROFIT ORG
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
LONG BEACH, CA
PERMIT 368

2017 Food Recovered
Our chart features a breakdown of
types of food rescued in 2017 –
9.1 million pounds overall!
Besides equating to 7.5 million
meals, this is more than 5 million
pounds of carbon gas emissions
reduced from our environment.
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